
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT O F  COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appeal No. 15072, ~f Floyd Rrown on b e h a l f  o f  Advisory 
N'elyhborhcsd Conmission 6 A ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  11 DCMR 3 2 0 0 . 2  and 
XiC5.1, from t h e  d e c i s i o n  c . f  Jcseph F. R o t t n e r ,  Jr . ,  Zoning 
Administrator, made on February  7 ,  1989, t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
Pca a l a u n d r o m t  t o  change hours t o  a 24-hour o p e r a t i o n  dces 
rct-  c : c J r m l i t b t . e  a change of c a p a c i t y ,  i n  an E-4 D i s t r i c t  a t  
F r e n t i s t ? s  I i Q l  C S t ree t ,  N.E., (Square 987, Lot 8 0 3 ) .  

HEARING DATE: J u l y  7 ,  1989 
DEXIS:LO,N DATE : J u l y  2 8 ,  1989 

F I N D I N G S  O F  FACT: 

1. By order e n t e r e d  on October  1 9 ,  1965, i n  
A p p l i c a t i o n  KO. 8 4 0 7 ,  t h i s  Board approved a change of 
~oncc;~~forrnin~ u s e  from g r o c e r y  store to co in -ope ra t ed  
l a m d r y  a t  1 1 0 1  C S t ree t ,  N.E., L o t  803, Square  987 
( " p r e m i s e s " ) ,  s u b j e c t  to one c c r d i t i o n .  The c o n d i t i o n  
i e l a t e d  t o  rwcm an6 gas t u b e  d i s p l a y s .  

L .  Ey o r d e r  e n t e r e d  on J u l y  1 9 ,  1 9 6 7 ,  i n  A p p l i c a t i o n  
Kc,. 9278, t h e  E o a r d  approved a change i n  nonconforming use 
frcm co in -ope ra t ed  l a m d r y  t o  co in -ope ra t ed  la-undry and d r y  
c-lezming pick-up agency a t  t h e  p r e n i s e s ,  a g a i n  s u b j e c t  t o  
the caw c : c ) r d i t i c m  r e l a t i n g  t o  neon and g a s  tube d i  s p l a y s  . 

3. O n  March 2 7 ,  1 9 6 7 ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia i s s u e d  
C e r t i f i c a t e  o h  Cccupancy 6-55664, a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
floor c:f the premises t o  be used a s  a c c i n - o p e r a t e d  l a u n d r y ,  
s u h j e c k  t o  the c:onbition a h x t  neon and gas t u b e  d i s p l a y s .  

4 .  On May 2 8 ,  1 9 6 9 ,  a d u p l i c a t e  Ce r t i f i ca t e  of 
Occupancy t o  the s m e  effect, No. B-70507, w a s  i s s u e d .  

5 .  Nc. C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy h a s  been issued t o  
i m z l u d e  t h e  d r y  c l e a n i n g  p i ckup  agency. 
l a u n d r y  simply c o n t i n u e d  t o  o p e r a t e  as  such.  

The c c i n - o p e r a t e d  

6 .  Cn J a m a r y  9 ,  1 9 8 9 ,  t h e  Dis t r ic t  of Columbia 
i s s u e d  C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy N o .  1890031 t o  operate a 
w i n - o p e r a t e d  l a u n d r y ,  "occupancy l o a d  4 0  [n~ach ines ]  . I' 

7 .  For o v e r  15 y e a r s ,  t h e  l a u n d r y  was o p e r a t e d  from 
6:OO a.m. t o  10:OG p . m .  on weekday, and. from 6:OC a.m. u n t i l  
1J:OO p . m .  cjn weekends. The owners Gf t h e  l aundry  propose  
t o  operate the l aundry  24 h o u r s  each  day. 
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8.  Ey letter d a t e d  Februa ry  7 ,  1.989, i n  r e p l y  t o  an 
i n q u i r y  f r o m  ANC 6 A ,  t h e  Zoning A d m i n i s t r a t o r  r u l e d  t h a t  t h e  
e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  o p e r a t i n g  hour s  of t h e  laundromat  t o  2 4  
hour s  a day woulci n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a "change i n  c a p a c i t y . "  

9 .  Nothing i n  t h e  r e c o r d  b e f o r e  t h e  Board i n d i c a . t e s  
that the o p e r a t i c n  of t h e  laundromat  h a s  been ex tended  
beyond the flccr a rea  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  t h a t  t h e  noncon- 
forming u s e  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  occupy. 

1 0 .  ANC 6 A  h a s  expres sed  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s s u e s  and 
c oric e r n s : 

a . 

kJ 

C .  

6 .  

e. 

f .  

s;. 

T h e  laundromat  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a s t r i c t l y  
r e s i d e n t i a l  area;  

The laur,dromat p r o v i d e s  no p a r k i n g ,  and  i s  
l o c a t e d  i n  an area where t h e  a v a i l a b l e  
p a r k i n g  i s  i n a d e q u a t e ;  

The a d d i t i o n a l  8 hour s  of d a i l y  o p e r a t i o n ,  
from 1 C : O O  p.m. t o  6 : O O  a . m .  i s  a "change i n  
c a p a c i t y "  ; 

The a d d i t i o n  of one employee and seven teen  
machines each  c o n s t i t u t e  a "change i n  c a p a c i -  
t y "  ; 

The laundromat  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t r a f f i c  tori- 
ges t i o n  ; 

The p r e s e n c e  of t h e  laundromat  w i l l  g m e r a t e  
c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t y ;  and 

A l i r r i i t a t i . cn  Gn t h e  h o u r s  of o p e r a t i o n  shou ld  
be i m p l i c i t  i n  Board Orde r s  8 4 0 7  and 9 2 7 8 ,  
because  when t h e  Ecard o r i q i n a l l y  approved. 
t h e  laundromat  u s e  i n  1965, it could not have 
a n t i c i p a t e d  
c o n s i d e r e d ,  
on h o u r s  Gf 

t h a t  a 24-hour o p e r a t i o n  n i q h t  be 
ant! t h a t  an  e x p l i c i t  l i m i t a t i o n  
o p e r a t i o n  would. be r e q u i r e d .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 
-7 - - 

1. 11 DCMR 2 0 0 2  r e g u l a t e s  nonconforming u s e s  w i t h i n  
s t r u c t u r e s .  That  s e c t i o n  p r e v e n t s  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of a 
nonccnfornting use t o  a p o r t i o n  of a s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  i s  n o t  
devo ted  t o  the u s e  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  amertdment t o  t h e  
Zorling R e q u l a t i o n s  t h a t  r e n d e r s  t h e  u s e  nonconforming. 

2 .  N e i t h e r  t h e  term "change in. c a p a c i t y "  n o r  the term 
" i n c r e a s e  i n  occupancy load" are used i n  11 DCMR 2 0 0 2  t o  
1 imit o r  regulate nonconforming u s e s  . 



3. When this Ecard approved Application Nos. 8 4 0 7  and 
9 2 7 8 ,  it die: n o t  irnpcse eny limitation on t h e  hours of 
operation, number of employees, or number of washing or 
drying machines. 

4 .  T h e  Zoning Administrator has nc. authority tc limit. 
the cperation of an approved use by conditions that are not- 
containe6 ir. either the Zoning Regulations or the orders of 
this Board that authorize the use. 

5. The issues and conce rns  that are presented by ANC 
6A do not establish a basis fo r  reversing the decision of 
the Zoning Administrator, because  they do not find support 
in the Zonirq Regulations or ir, the orders of this Board 
thzlt authcrize the laundry operation. 

6. The Zoning Administrator ruled correctly in the 
letter t h a t  is referenced in Findin9 of Fact No. 8. 

DEC I SION 

Based on the foregoing Findings cf Fact and Conclusions 
cf Law, it is hereby ORDEREC that the Appeal be DENIED, and 
the decision o €  the Zoning Administrator AFFIRMED. 

VOTE: 4-0 (Carrie I,. Thornhill, Charles R. Norris, Paula L. 
Jewell, and? William F. NcIntosh to deny the 
a p F e a l ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARP OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
EDWAR.D rd. CURRY 

FINAL DATE O F  ORDER: JUN 

UNDER 1-1 DCMk 3103.1, "NO DECISION OR GRDER OF THE BOARD 
SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER HAVING BECOME FINAL 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMEMT. " 
PGRSUANT TO TEE SUFPLEMENTAL RULES O F  PRACTICE AND PRCCEDUR-E 

appc a 1 1 5 C 7 2 / R JW4 4 



GOVERNMENT OF T H E  DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A s  Execu t ive  Cirect.or cf t h e  Board of Zoning 
B d j u s t r - e p t ,  I hereby certify arid a t t e s t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a 

i n  t h e  above numbered case, ccpy of the Crder Gf 
szid Order d a t e d  
pc-sta5-e p x e p i f i  to exki p a r t y  W ~ C  appear& m8i pwt ic ipe t t zd  
i rJ  the public heaxir;,q c c r x e r n i n g  t h e s e  mzt-ters, a n d  who is 
lisfiw: k,e 1 C.bj : 

8Ne lE?%6b , has been mailed - - -  - 

CTanieS L. CrVTiliiarris, III 
1531 F Stree t ,  S.E. 
R t s h i n q t o n ,  D.C. 20002  

Floyd F r w n  
309  11th Stree t ,  N.E. 
WashinGtoi-1, G.C. 20002 

J. Kirkwood White 
145C G St ree t ,  N . K .  
Wash., D.C.  2C005 

Yolanda K c r , r o e  Gzl1ct.rs.y 
2 4 8 0  1 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  N.W. ,  # 4 2  
Wzshingtor-1, I3.C. 20009  

Tyrone Anderson 
4C1 P Street, N O W .  
W a s h i q t o n ,  DOC. 2 0 0 0 1  


